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to the Clergy at his Viſitation of the Dioceſe in 


= Wee at that time i 
| to the Government, and began to obtain among - thoſe that pro- 
feſſed themſelves Friends to it. I N, the more folicitous to give 
du this Caution, becauſe I did really apprehend that the ſpreading 
- of thofe Opinions tended, as I then faid, to the Weakning of the 
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YET TEES. ”S, 


* i n ap ; | 
hoh of Norwich's Circular Letter, delivered 


py 


5 the Tear 1716, : 


—_— 
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———Y HEN I was, laſt among you vpon the ſame Duty 


general Directions I added ſome Cautions againſt our 
going too eaſily into fore particular Opinions, which 
nduflriouſty Revived by Perſons not well-affetted 


Reformation amongſt us: and as I am ſtill of the ſame mind, fo 1 


» think it is plain, from what has fince happened, that I was nor 
Miſtaken in that Apprehenſion. For how is it poſſible, that fo ma 
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among us ſhould have ſo warmly and openly eſpouſed the Cue of 
4 2a retender, and fo. many more ſat by unconcerned, wins 
the Event of the other's Endeavours to ſet him on the Thron of 
theſe Kingdoms, if they had not firft grown indifferent at leaſt to the 

ounds of the Reformation, and began to entertain more ſavourable 


houghts of that Superſtitious and Cruel Religion, of which we all 
had hot many Years fince the juſteſt Dread and Abhorrence! Not 


Huld any thing more naturally tend to work this change in the minds 


id itnagitations of Men, than the giving them a liking of thoſe 
Dpintons I mentioned, which laid the Foundation, and have hitherto 
beefftheehif Support of that exorbitant Power which the Church 
5 Rome exerciſes. to the great Prejudice of the Chriſtian Reli⸗ 
oh, and kite great Terror of all that profeſs it in fincerity and 
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4s I have not ſeen any reaſon to alter my own Jalgment as to thoſe 


a Proteltant Prince, ſtrengthned hy a numerous Iſſue, to be thrown 
| down andi t 4 n under foot. 4% 7857% 253 3 200. N. 
ö Let us then ſeriouſly conſidet what our Conſtit 
* - Sie Mal is and de fal ind ene f lok 
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that there can be no rending them aſunder without the Ruin of Both. 
And let this Conſideration be a Security to us, that they who labour for 
the Preſervation of the State, eannot likely intend any Hurt to the Church. 
We have not only the Royal Word of a Prince 'who has been always 
faithful in Keeping it, that Boch fhall be his Peculiar Care, but have 
ſeef many Inſtances of it: And as far as J know, it is as much the In- 
clination as it is the Intereſt of thoſe who have the Honour to ſerve 
him, to aſſiſt his Majeſty in the joynt Protection of Both, And if we in 
our ſeveral Stations act with the ſame ſingle and undivided Intention, 
I can have no doubt but chat Both will, under the bleſſing of God, be 
effectually ſecured. Our heatry Concurrence with our Superiours in this 
noble Deſign, will not only lay a freſh Obligation upon them to promote 
chat publick Good we deſire, but will alſo make it much eaſter for them 
- «© aceompliſh fo great a F elicit. 
Whether this or that Man be employed in the Adminiſtration of 
Publick Affairs to this End, ought to give no Diſturbance to private 
perſons on either ſide, ſo long as this End is purſued; becauſe there is 
no preſerving of publick Peace in any Society, if ſuch grounds of Diſ- 
content are Allowed. And ſuch Difficulties do always attend the 
juſteſt exerciſe of all kind of Power, that I confeſs T have ever wonder d, 
that Perſons in Authority ſhould 'be the Object of any Man's Envy. 
They are rather to be pitied and to the utmoſt aſſiſted by thoſe who do 
or may enjoy their Quiet and Eaſe, by the Pains and Trouble which thy 
undergo. The conſtant Solicitude they have, that the things under 
their care ſhould be performed as they ought, and the pain they are 
frequently in for even involuntary Miſtakes and Omiſſions, without 
adding the weight of greater Miſcarriages to which yet they are ſubject, 
are an over-balance for the Honour they receive from their Stations, 
and often make them wiſh they were in a privater Life. 
Let then all thoſe who are under Authority, make all thoſe who are 
over them as eaſy as they can, by à quiet and peaceable Diſcharge of 
their own Duties, and by leaving all other Men to account for the per- 
formance of theirs to their proper Superiours, without intruding into 
any Provinte that do's not belong to them. This is our Duty in all 
good Conſcience towards God, whoſe Providence diſpoſes the Order 
and Courſe of the World, and leaves it incumbent on all, to do what 
in them lies to maintain that Juſt Subordination in it, which the 
good Government of it LY Weeds | Wo 5 
| 8.3 t 
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_ to the Protection and Bleſſing of God: Nor let the late 
an end to our hearty Thankſgivings for that great Succeſs, which it plea- 


[4] 


let ws ther, in the fuſt place, make it our care to poſſeſs our minds 


— k P y 


with a juſt ſence of the Superintendence of God over all our affairs, 


nd let true Piety toward him be the Foundation of all our other 
eportment ; that our whole ConduQ may be as agreeable to his Will, 
as the moſt {erjous Confideration;can-make it; 


- For his Sake, and in Obedience to him, let us pay all dutifd Sub- 
jetionto his Majeſty King GEORGE, whom his Proyidence has in 


great mercy to theſe Nations placed on the Throne of theſe Realms, for 


the Preſervation of all that is dear and valuable to us. Let us, upon all 
occgſions, ſpeak honourably of him, as all do! that know him, and 


conſtantly diſcourage the Infinuations of thoſe, who either weakly or 


avickedly endeavour to leſſen him in the Eſteem of his People. 


Leet us in our daily Prayers; with ſincere and devout Affection, tecom- N 
mend his Sacred Perſon and Government, and his whole N Family, 
lemnity put 


ſed God to give his Councils and Arms in the timely Suppreſſion of thoſe 
who, in fo unnatural a manner, roſe up in Rebellion againſt him. 

Let it be the conſtant Intention of our Minds to root out-all the 
Seeds of ſuch Diſorders as theſe, which are ſo contrary to our Holy 
Profeſſion, where-ever we find them; by Study ing in all our Conver- 
ſation with others, to incline them to the things which make for our 
Peace,” and things whereby we may Support one another againſt the 
Common Fnemy of our Religion and Laws, Let us always remem- 
ber, that that Wiſer which. is from abave, is firft pure, then peace» 
able, gentle, and eaſy to he intreuted, full of Mercy and goad Fruits, 
wihout Partiality, and without Hypocriſie. All the Duty and Love we 
projels, is to be without Diſemu/ation, which we ought to look upon 
in every Inftance gf it, as 4 Mean and an Odious Vice hut then molt 


Abominable, when it afteAs our Oaths or our Prayers. As in both theſe 
- Caſes we addreſs our ſelves more immediately to God, ſo we ſhould be 


moxe eſpecially careful to do it in Simplicity and godly Sincerity, and 


not ſeck for ſuch Evaſions as may cover either our own, or other Peo- 
ple's having ag 


4 a ill Meaning, or ng Meaning at all, in two ſuch ſolemn 
Lot us make it our Buſineſs, as well by our Example as our Ioſtru- 


Ations, to teach all thoſe who are under our Care, to fear God, and to 


honour the King, ang to love one another; And by all the Mans In 


LEI 


A 
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them with ſuch reverent and devout 


EASY — 
their Power, to promote the Good of the Church, and the Peace of 
the State; of both which, as they are equally Members, ſo they will 


be of the more Omament and Uſe, the more united Regard they have 


to the Intereſt of Both. 


Leet us ſhew our ſelves good Chriſtians, by having our Converſation 
ſuch as becometh the Goſpel of Chriſt; good Subjects, by making the 
Laws of the Land, and the Oaths we have taken, the Rule of our Ci- - 


vil Behaviour, and paying a due Reſpe& to all that are in Authority: 


Let ns approve our ſelves to be good Shepherds, by a tender Care of 
the Flocks committed to our Charge, always feeding them with the 


ſincere Milk of the Word, that they may grow the better thereby. 


Let us be faithful Stewards of the My ſteries of God, ever diſpenſing 
Aﬀettion, as may be apt to excite 


o 


he ſame pious Diſpoſition in thoſe that receive them, and make theſe 


r "Ordinances effectual to the promoting of true Religion and 
Ro. HC PRE. 1 5 TH 248 B £2 

That we may the better fulfil all the Parts of the Miniftry to which 
we are called, let us, in the whole Courſe of it, ſet the Example of our 
Bleſſed Lord and Maſter before us, and walk after it as near as we can. 
Let us follow his Steps, not ſeeking our own Glory, nor doing our own 
Will, but doing the Will, and > the Glory of him that ſent us. 
Let us be lowly in our own Eyes, poſſeſſing our Souls in Patience, and 
being Meek and Gentle toward all Men; Grave and Sober-minded, 
avoiding every thing that is below the Dignity of our Function, and 
doing Fi the good Offices that are ſuitable to it. | | 

This Method would effectually procure Reſpect to our Perſons, and 
Regard to our Miniſtry, and we ſhould have the Comfort of ſeeing the 
Work of the Lord proſper in our hands. This would bring Honour to 
our Holy Religion, and add more to the Security of the Church, than 


any other way of expreſſing our Zeal for it. A that ſhewed it ſelf 


in this mild and beneficent manner, would bring in Unbelievers, and 
reconcile thoſe to us who are not fo far off, and daily add to the Church 
ſuch as were looking out for the way to be ſaved. | 


And God grant, that we may all have this Occaſion to rejoyce in 
the Succeſs of our Labours, that we may be able hereafter to give 
up our Accounts with Joy, and at laſt enter into the Joy of our 


Poſtſe ript, 


Ga RI Lord. : f * 


